
vol. 1 What does homelessness in 

Springfield & Sangamon County 

look like?

Springfield & Sangamon County Strategic 

Plan to Address Homelessness

Neighbors were living in emergency shelters and transitional 
housing in January 2020.663

The number of people living outdoors has increased 126% 
since 2018.

Who is experiencing homelessness?01. 02.

04.03.
 

        I only get so much 
disability. I have a hard 
time finding a place to 

work so I can afford 
rent & bills.

“We need a place to 
go because it is 

getting cold. There is 
nowhere for us to go 

every day of the 
week.”

"Housing is 
a waiting 

game."

"There is no place 
for couples to go 

together or 
families to stay 

together.”

“You need to show 
you have a job and 
are worthy to get 

the help you need.” 

Who is in the  homelessness system?

What contributes to homelessness?

39% 
Female 61% 

Male 51% 
Caucasian

42% 
African 

American

3% 
Other4% 

Mixed Race

What are homeless individuals saying?

people became homeless for 
the first time in 2020

veterans
fleeing domestic violence

8%
10%

under 1820%

126%

In the days leading up to the Community Summits, you'll be receiving these brief information bulletins about our 
community's homeless population and system of care. If you have questions you'd like answered prior to, or at the 

Community Summits, please contact us at heartlandplan@homebaseccc.org.

*Data derived from the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) and various focus groups.

Thank you for registering for the Springfield & Sangamon County Strategic Plan to Address 
Homelessness email distribution list & to attend one of the upcoming Community Summits! 

Neighbors were living outdoors in January 2020.43

< 1% Transgender/gender 
non-conforming

(This percentage only increased after 
12 and 24 months)

87% single individuals

419

05. What are barriers to housing?

Landlord restrictions 
related to criminal 

background
Lack of affordable 

housing

Long wait times
Housing requirements 

related to sobriety

Barriers to a livable 
income & employment

Please sign up to attend one of four Community Summits to be held virtually and throughout the 
community on November 15th and 16th. 

of single adults leave shelter 
and return to the homeless 
system within 6 months

31%

days is the average length of 
time someone is homeless in 
our community

88


